Meeting with DRS – discussing courses (all guests, DRS board representatives, Rebecca and Linda)

DRS is an organisation for former students. For the DRS represenatives the system where ex-students are given the opportunity to influence the courses is one of the most important things about Färnebo. DRS would like to have a discussion with the guests on what themes their organisations would like to work with and how they would like to improve the courses. The discussion will focus mainly on travelling courses since DRS are less involved in the trainee courses.

We split in two group, one speaking in English and the other in Spanish. These are the group reports:

Expectations from the African organisations on the travelling courses

· Gives both parties an opportunity to share ideas and expectations.

· A way to strengthen global social movement for justice

· Learning new ways to learn

· Opportutnity for the participants to get practical experience on things that they have studied theoretically

· Female students from Sweden are good role models for tanzanian girls

· Students from Sweden can be a window to the world by bringing pictures and information from other travelling courses eg. Tanzaniacourse students bringing pictures from an Ecuador course to Tanzania.

Themes that the African organisations would like to work with

· The demand driven themes chosen by former students are good but it is good for DRS to have topics to choose from and it is important for the course planning groups to have a dialouge with the organisations to find ways to focus the themes that they have chosen. Eg within environment to look especially at land issues.

· Equality

· Religion and culture

· Hiv and aids

· Womens movement, womens struggle

· Environment, water and soil

· Living conditions

· Education for children, adults and popular education

· Public health

When to come to Africa? (we have two courses starting in august and one in january)

It is important to have a dialouge with the organisations when planning the trip so that we don’t make plans for example expecting to have interships at organisations when they are closed.

Preparations before travelling to Africa

· Students should be prepared to stand up in front of big groups of people and introduce themselves

· Important for the students have enough knowledge about the theme before coming to the country

· The organisations should also not have too high expectations on the students, they must be realistic.

· It is very good that we have facilitators travelling with the students, they can help out with many of cultural difficulties.

· In order to avoid students not coping with their village stay it is good for the organisations to arrange a short course for the students together with their host families before going to the villages.

Latin America group

The group started with a discussion on the difference between trainee courses and travelling courses which wasn’t clear to everyone. Thereafter the group put the question; In what way would the 5-yearplan influence the DRS and the org from the south? And the answer to it was:

· It is good to have a strategic methodology in planning

· It is important that both DRS and organisations from the South are involved in the planning

Themes that the Latin American organisations would like to work with

· Education of leaders in organisations

· Exchange between cultures 

· To be able to make statistics eg on violence against women

· Access to lawyers or courts for women

· Strengthen the organisations with the knowledge that the students have 

· Strengthen leadership of base movements

· Organisational development

· Political, social and envirionmental issues 

· Indigenous movement and globalization

· Awareness of your own territorial rights

· Awareness that nature is global

· Articulation and co-ordination between social movements 

Other thoughts from the Latin American group

Färnebo needs to involve young people in global questions and to involve them in the struggle for a more fair world. We should educate young leaders that can continue their commitment in their local environment and take their knowledge to their own organisations after an exchange. Swedish students get a concept of globalisation and their role in the global context from our co-operation.

Meetings like this that we have now is important for getting a more profound picture of the world. The social movements especially in Latin America are isolated islands and Färnebo can play a role of connecting movements from different parts of the world, we are looking for a different mentality so that we can look at the future with hope

Proposal: A new kind of course that rotates between the three continents and that has participants from all three continents.
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